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Father Returns to Kistler for Son’s Treatment

by Nancy Steel

Jamie and Suerene Freeman of Hackett met
at church, were married in church, and find
comfort as well as counsel at church. When they
celebrate their fifth wedding anniversary in May,
they will be joined by sons Judah and Asher as
well as members of their birth families and their
spiritual family at Mount Zion Baptist Church.
Faith is the foundation upon which they
continue to build their lives as individuals,
as husband and wife, and as parents.
Both also believe that faith guided them
to accept, and even celebrate, a series of
health challenges, and to be thankful for
The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center.
Two generations of the family have
received therapy at the Kistler Center. Jamie,
25, was born with a form of cerebral palsy. He
received speech therapy, physical therapy and
occupational therapy from his first year of life
until he was five years old. Judah, 3, is being
treated now for global developmental delay
due to a rare genetic birth defect.
A congenial, outgoing man and an engaging
speaker, Jamie occasionally preaches at his
church, operates a vending company and is a
substitute teacher for the Fort Smith Public
Schools. He and Suerene volunteer in the church
nursery and Jamie helps with the church youth
group. He smiles easily and often, and his dark
eyes dart about to establish the eye contact
that engages strangers and friends alike.
When one of his young sons scurries across
the room or reaches for a forbidden item,
Jamie is quickly on his feet and at their side.

Occupation therapist, Janet Ray, assists Judah
in developing visual motor skills.

Jamie attended regular classes in Fort Smith
schools, with the assistance of a personal aide,
from kindergarten at Ballman Elementary School,
first through sixth grades at Fairview Elementary
and part of the seventh grade at Ramsey Junior
High. The family moved to Dallas and then to
eastern Tennessee where he graduated from
high school.
His specific therapy needs became the
responsibility of the Fort Smith Public Schools,
so Jamie's classes at the Kistler Center ended
when he entered kindergarten. In addition to a
daily personal aide, Jamie received a word
processor in the fourth grade to help him
communicate better and facilitate learning.
When he transferred to Dallas, the school district
did not provide a full-time aide, but Jamie was
given a laptop computer for his schoolwork.
Special adaptive plastic sleeve covers on the
word processor and computer keyboards
allowed him to minimize typing errors.
Early on, Jamie admits that "some of the kids
made fun of me," but as time went on his halting
speech, stiff head and trunk movement and slow,
erratic gait became less of an issue. "It just took
time for them to get used to me and get to know
me," he says.
Twenty-two years later, Jamie’s experiences
with The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center
provided hope for his first child, a son, Judah,
born at St. Edward Mercy Medical Center.
His low birth weight of four pounds, 12 ounces
was not the problem but he was only hours
old when it became apparent that he could
not keep any fluids down.
“The night Judah was born, about 11:30 that
night, I just needed to get air,” Jamie recalled.
After finding an empty waiting room, “I really
felt like the Lord spoke to my heart: ‘Here you
are with your son being different in the same
hospital where you were born.’” Jamie paused
before continuing the words he heard in his
heart: “Everything I do is right.”
That night Jamie felt calm, comfort, and a
sense of serenity. He said he did not fear what
lay ahead for Judah. Neither did he question
why or feel anger toward God that his son
faced serious, life-threatening difficulties.

Alex Foti, physical therapist, supports
Judah as he takes a step.

“What happened to Judah and to me isn’t
outside the hands of God. I believe that God had
everything to do with it but I do not think it was
a mistake, that it was bad. I believe that suffering
produces patience, humility, and that all these
things are not natural for the human heart.”
Judah had all his fingers and toes, no physical
abnormalities. But his blood sugar was a little
low so they tried to drop a tube to give him
some sugar and the tube wouldn’t go in. "They
didn't know what it was at first, then they found
out that his esophagus was closed at the end
and did not go to his stomach," Suerene said.
He was airlifted to Arkansas Children’s
Hospital where surgery corrected the problem.
Judah spent a couple of weeks in Little Rock
and then returned to Fort Smith for another two
to three weeks in the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at St. Edward.
Suerene, 26, said she wasn't able to nurse
Judah and that he also had difficulty sucking and
swallowing from a bottle so he was getting his
nutrition from an NG tube. "They found out that
he was allergic to cow's milk and soy. He couldn't
digest proteins."
It was a difficult time for the young
family. Despite Judah's digestive problems,
including severe constipation, and slow
overall development, no diagnosis had been
made. Treatment strategies were in place
for specific conditions but the underlying
cause remained elusive.
continued on page 2
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After being switched from formula to
formula without success, Judah was able to
tolerate EleCare formula, an amino-acidbased, hypoallergenic formula, which he
received through an NG tube. Later he was
able to drink it from a bottle.
“I have heard that it’s a high-fructose
corn syrup formula, but I don’t know for
sure,” Suerene said.
The Internet is filled with web pages and
blog postings to that effect, but the official
EleCare website states that the product
“does not contain milk protein, soy protein,
fructose, galetose, lactose, or gluten.”
Confusion may have grown out of the
website’s breakdown of EleCare’s ingredients,
which include 43 percent carbohydrate from
“corn syrup solids.” Regular corn syrup is
extracted from cornstarch and contains 100
percent glucose. High-fructose corn syrup begins
as regular corn syrup and with the addition of
three enzymes becomes 42 to 55 percent
fructose, with the remainder remaining glucose.
The bottom line is that EleCare contains
glucose and does not contain fructose. Both are
derived from corn. Current public and scientific
opinions on the relative merits of each sugar
type vary widely, but it is correct to say that
EleCare contains a corn sweetener substance
and that substance is chemically related to
but different from high-fructose corn syrup.
As Judah began to gain weight consistently,
his parents continued to consult specialists to
find out the cause of his gastric problems and
delayed early motor development. Genetic
testing revealed a defect in one of the 23 pairs
of chromosomes making up his DNA. Each

Surene, Asher, Judah, & Jamie Freeman
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human cell contains forty-six chromosomes,
half from the mother and half from the father.
The microscopic chromosomes are like
strings of tiny bits and pieces of genetic
material known as markers. When the
hundreds, even thousands, of markers on
each chromosome pair all are present in
proper alignment, the baby emerges a
perfect little bundle of joy. (This assumes
no delivery or post delivery difficulties.)
During fertilization, when the egg and sperm
join, a marker may duplicate improperly
(mutate), form an extra copy (trisonomy), or
just fail to be duplicated at all. Judah was born
with a very rare disruption of the DNA area
known as Chromosome 7. A few markers
on this chromosome were simply missing
at the moment of conception.
Suerene said Judah’s condition is so rare
that it may even be previously unknown. Doctors
have said there appears to be no research or
scholarly writings about the specific segments of
Chromosome 7 that are missing in Judah’s case.
Judah continued to put on weight with
EleCare, but he was slow to reach, roll over,
crawl and is just now beginning to walk on
his own. He was still not crawling by his
second birthday but he was off on all fours
before he turned 3. Judah prefers to hold on
to a hand or a stationary object, but he is
walking now although he concentrates to
maintain his balance as he places one foot
in front of the other.
“The hardest thing is that it’s so much
easier to crawl that he’s not too interested in
walking,” said Jamie. In the physical therapy
room at the Kistler Center, he has no problem
dropping to his knees and speed-crawling to
a toy or to brother Asher’s side.
Progress seemed to be steady until he
began having trouble eating and swallowing last
fall. In October doctors determined that Judah
had developed a stricture, or narrowing, of his
esophagus. Suerene said it was not uncommon
for scar tissue from a previous surgery to cause
the esophagus to narrow, and Judah was treated
with a procedure to stretch his esophagus every
two weeks until it functioned properly.
“Now he can eat everything,” said Suerene.
“Chocolate is his favorite, but both boys haven’t

met a vegetable they don’t like.”
Asher was born when Judah was 22 months
old. Jamie said they chose his name, which
means “happy” from the Bible. “We knew the
Lord was going to give us a really happy, content
baby,” said Jamie. Today the boys wear the
same size clothes and are both in diapers, but
Asher is already passing Judah developmentally.
“Judah should completely catch up,” Suerene
said. “We don’t know when, but we do think that
even though Asher already is ahead of Judah
developmentally, Judah will keep making
progress slowly and eventually catch up.”
As Judah and Asher grow and develop
each at their own pace, Jamie and Suerene
remain confident Judah is good hands with
the trained therapists at the Kistler Center.
They also willingly submit to their
understanding of God’s hand on the family.
“I believe that suffering reveals the human
heart,” Jamie said. “Whether or not we’re
OK with God being God, in his goodness he
reveals himself. The existence of suffering
validates the goodness of God. We could have
blamed God, but instead we were humbled
and he got us through.”
Jamie, who is writing a theological book
titled “The Goodness of God in Suffering,”
believes that “because we believe Judah is
the way he is from the hand of God, we don’t
despise his delays.”
Suerene expresses hope for her son because
she has witnessed her husband’s life. “Jamie
would not be the man he is if he wasn’t born
with the difficulties he has and that has made
him the wonderful man he is. As for Judah,
the thing that makes it hard is because he
never got a diagnosis to explain everything.”
From his son’s life and his own, Jamie said
a greater lesson could be learned. “You know,
when you know someone is going to have a
baby, most people ask if they want a boy or a
girl. And even if they might want to have one
more than the other, they’ll end up saying, ‘it
doesn’t really matter as long as it’s healthy.
But that sounds like only a healthy baby is a
wanted baby. It would be nice to hear them
say instead, ‘if the baby isn’t healthy it doesn’t
really matter because I’ll still love the baby.”

FRIENDS OF KISTLER’S KIDS
CONTRIBUTIONS
Dottie & William Allison
Barbara & Leo Anhalt
A.O.G.
Arkansas Best Corporation
2

September 25, 2010 – March 18, 2011

H.J. Baker & Bros., Inc.
Kim & Michael Baker
Caroline Barry
Harward Barry Agency
Fran & Sam Bateman

Charles W. Blaschke
D. Mechelle Beverly
Eden & Mark Buergler
Regina Buergler
Barbara & Billy Carter

Cascade: The Dafo People
John Casey
Celebrity Classic
Erin Chronister
Karen & Ross Coffey

FRIENDS OF KISTLER’S KIDS
Sarah Conley
Cooper Clinic, P.A.
Amanda & Eddie Combs
Katherine Croom
Donna & Bill Curry
Alline and C.C. Davis
Charitable Foundation
Delta Delta Delta Alumnae
Kay & David Dingler
D.H. & D.L. Dixon
Laverne Elsken
Elizabeth H. & Stanley E. Evans
Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Frietsche
Cayla Gaines
Jesse Garrett
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Gautier
Gerdau MacSteel
Adele Glensky
Godfrey-Thomas
Charitable Foundation
Goodsearch
Cecelia & Lee Griffith
Hardin, Jesson & Terry, PLC
Sarah & Kevin Haynes
Barbara & Adrian Herren
Erica & James Hill
Kari & John Hill
Susan & Stephen Hotz
Joan Hug
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Irwin
Therese & Bill Jenkins
Jennifer Kistler
Mr. & Mrs. S.E. Kizer
Fred C. Kirkpatrick
Gregory Klausmeier
Knights of Columbus
Brenda Lasiter
Leda Lee
L.J.S. Properties
Susan & Michael Manley
Chandra & Nathan Martin
Matlock Electric
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry McEvoy
Kelley & Kevin Mercer
Viranit Mookkung
Kim & Clinton Morgan
Linda & Anton Myers
Edgar C. Newlin III
Janet & Brian Newman

September 25, 2010 – March 18, 2011

Patty & Jeff Nichols
Mai Le Nguyen
Nilo Production Company
Nolan, Caddell & Reynolds,P.A.
Patrick Pinter
Preferred Office Products
& Lanier
Regions Bank
Regions Insurance
Lona & Edwin Seiter
Harry Shipley
N. Michael Simpson
& Amy Bleich
Ralph Smith
Kathie Smith
Debra Sobolewski
Kim & Roger Sosebee
Lucy & Bill Sowell
Sparks Heath System
Cathy & Charles Stotts
Dawn & Darrell Stovall
Emily & Chad Summerhill
Tri for Kids
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Turner
Tyson Foods, Inc.
April & Mark Wear
Lanny West
Window World
Zero Mountain, Inc.

IN HONOR OF
Dr. & Mrs. L.E. Aten
Carol & Doug Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Aten
Carol & Doug Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Brown
Katie & Joe Ryland
Mr. & Mrs. Grady Brown
Carol & Doug Brown
Mike Callan
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Dorothy Caperton
Mary K. Henson
Donnie Pendergraft
Jonathan Corbell, Vice-Chair
River South Rural Water District
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Stan Cottrell
Vice-Mayor, Town of Arkoma
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.

Kevin Crumpacker, Sec/Treas.
River South Rural Water District
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Betty Cummings
Carolyn & Don Griffin
Mrs. Joseph T. Dickinson
Janet Dickinson
Marc Dietz, Chairman
River South Rural Water District
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Alicia Dooly
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Sara & Cliff Dyar
Donnie Pendergraft
Jessie Hearn
Wanda Hearn
Mary K. Henson
Dorothy Caperton
Barbara Herren
Pam Smith
Ruth Kaundart
Mary K. Henson
Helen Lanier
Dorothy Caperton
Honorable Floyd Lawrence
Mayor, Town of Arkoma
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Joe Larkin
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Carter Lessley
Mr. & Mrs. David Lessley
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lyttle
Janet Dickinson
Jerry Matheny
Joann Riggs
Gerald Milam
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Rick Palmer
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Bobby Parker
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Donnie Pendergraft
Dorothy Caperton
John Paul Pendergrass
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. David Pillar
Carol & Doug Brown
Honorable Jeff Shockley
Mayor, City of Poteau
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.

Ben Sisk
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Dottie Smith, City Clerk
Town of Arkoma
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Ronald Smith
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Lloyd Vaughn, Trustee
Town of Arkoma
Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.
Jane Williams
Dorothy Caperton
IN MEMORY OF
Mayor Ray Baker
Joyce A. Barr
Beall Barclay & Company, PLC
Rose H. Bethell
Suzanne & Bruce Bethell
Dr. & Mrs. John Brandebura
Annona, David & Race Burns
Jane Binyon
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Cheyne
Connie & Patrick Christiansen
Patsy & Larry Cochran
Robert H. Cockreham
Edwin Coffman
Anna, Don & Evelin Conner
Mary & William Cooper
Tom Craft
Ruth Denton
First National Bank
Fort Smith Parks & Recreation
Marilyn & Don Foster
Kathy & Dick Fuhrman
Dixie Geren
Ann & Fred Goebel
Jo & W.R. “Bud” Harper
Linda & Jim Harwood
Karen & Scott Hembree
Mrs. Verneil Hixson
Ruth Howe
Molly & Vincent Hug
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Irwin
Adele Jackson
Becky Johnson
Gordon Jorden
Fred Kirkpatrick
Jennifer Kistler
Karen & Kevin Lindsey
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FRIENDS OF KISTLER’S KIDS
Mayor Ray Baker (cont.)
Anne & Marvin Matlock
Linda May
Betty McCaffrey
Laura & James Moore
Nan & Eddie Parks
Donna & David Payne
Pat Payne
Carole & James Rogers
Judith R Russell
Joyce Patton
Jeannie Sellars
Sherron & Charles Shuffield
Kathie Smith, Clark
& Collin Taylor
Southwest Times Record
Kathy Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Yantis
Blanche Bell
Fred C. Kirkpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Walter O. Caldwell, Sr.
Walter O. Caldwell Foundation
Johnny Fight
Window World
John Gardner
Susan & Tom Webb
Ed Gross
Ginny & Robert Bauer
Stephen Wood Henson
Mary Kay Henson
Betty Hewett
Drs. Terry & David Hunton
John Horwedel

September 25, 2010 – March 18, 2011

Cher Horwedel
Myrtle Marvin
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Weedon
Betty B. Newman
Dr. Edwin Coffman
Fort Smith Amateur Radio Club
Connor Joshua Padgett
Madeline Lessley
Jean Palmatary
Robert H. Cockreham
Anthony Siebenmorgen
Nancy & Gary Robison
Vera Siebenmorgen
Nancy & Gary Robison
John “Woody” Wood
Donna & Bill Johnson
Carol & Thomas McAlister
Roberta Saxon/Howard Gordon
Sebastian County District
Court Staff
IN-KIND
Amyco, Inc.
Area Health Education Center
BancorpSouth
Bedford Camera & Video
Elsie Bender
Bowling World
Coca Cola Bottling Company
Dillards
Joel Edwards
Sarah Goebel

Special Letter From Our Friends
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Douglas Hasley, CPA, P.A.
Hiland Dairy
Holiday Inn City Center
Jiffy Print
Mr. John’s Photography
KMAC Enterprises
Law’s Drug Store
Learning Oasis
Sandra Lovell
Gerry McEvoy
Brian McMahen
Pure Heart Studios
Regions Bank
Rightmind Advertising
RSVP Volunteers
Nancy Steel
Panera Bread
Patrick Todd
Schlotzsky’s Deli
St. Edward Mercy
Health Network
Sonic
UAFS Athletic Department
Walrod’s Hardware
Lanny West
Kathy Williams

The Michelle Kistler
Memorial
Endowment Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph A. Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Tolchin

VOLUNTEERS
Caroline & Mack Barry
Lynn Bain
Classic Truckers & Cruisers Club
G.A.T.E. Class, Chaffin Jr. High
Carolyn & Larry Goss
Tracey & Bob Harper
Nic Howard
Knights of Columbus
Gerry McEvoy
Northside High Drama Club
Northside High German Club
RSVP Volunteers
Kristen Ricketts
Stan Robbins
Denise & Jim Sauls
Peter Shutz
Ralph Smith
Stepping Stone School
Trish Walker
Heather White
Ashton Womack
Cindy Womack
Young Actor’s Guild
Corrections
If we have reported your gift
incorrectly or failed to include
your gift, please call the
Kistler Center at 785-4677.
Thank you for your support!

Spend A Night in the Caribbean
without leaving town!

Come join the fun at the A Night in the Caribbean to be held at Golden
Living on Saturday, May 7th at 6:00 p.m. At just $60 a ticket ($45 of which is tax
deductible) you can enjoy great food, including Bahaman-basted roast pork by
Chef Mickey Sellard and a cascading fountain of chocolate. An open bar will be
available throughout the evening featuring mojitos by Top Shelf Bartenders.
Zero Mountain, Inc. is sponsoring the electrifying sound of Grupo Salsabor from
Tulsa, OK. This Salsa/Latin jazz group includes percussionists, horns, and singers and
features Latin dance such as salsa, mambo, rumba, and merengue. Even people who don’t
typically dance can’t seem to resist getting up on the dance floor and moving to the music.
This is a musical experience you won’t want to miss – bring your dancing shoes!
You can get a great deal on silent and live auction items while supporting the children
of the Kistler Center. A variety of items will be auctioned by auctioneer Tim Dunn,
including weekend getaways, fine art, and more.
There will be an opportunity to enter and win in the Drawdown event that evening. A
Drawdown is a donation drawing in which the last name drawn wins. In this case, half the
cash pot will be the prize while the other half benefits the Kistler Center. Cash Drawdown
tickets will be available at the event for $20 each or for $15 each if purchased in advance
with reserved event tickets.
Seating is limited, so make your reservations early. Special corporate tables are
available for businesses or groups of eight, with advertising for the corporate sponsor,
special gifts, and eight Drawdown tickets included. Please call Kathie at the Kistler Center
for information and reservations, 785-4677.
2011 Corporate Sponsors include:

Arkansas Best Corporation
BancorpSouth
Chris Elkins Allstate Agency
Nolan, Caddell & Reynolds
Hardin, Jesson & Terry
Harward Barry Agency
Joan Hug
Matlock Electric

Preferred Office Products
Regions Bank
Regions Insurance
Sparks Health System
St. Edward Mercy Health System
Sutherlands
Window World

Linda & Joe Dickinson, Chairpersons • Daren Bobb, Emcee
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

24th Annual Classic Truckers &
Cruisers Greenwood Car Show
April 16, 2011 - One Day Show!

Classy trucks, colorful cars, shiny motorcycles, Rat Rods, and more will cover the Square in
Greenwood for this judged event. There will be trophies for Best of Show, Manager’s Choice,
Top Three, and more. Early registration is $20 before
April 9th and $25 the 9th. Donations will be collected
throughout the day. Bring your family for a day of
fun – there will be kids’ activities Saturday afternoon.
If you would like to become a member of the
Classic Truckers & Cruisers Club or to volunteer at
the show, please call Donna Hicks at 479-719-1881.
Sponsored by the Classic Truckers & Cruisers Club,

www.classictruckersandcruisers.com.

8th Annual Burger King
Receipt Drive
April 1st to April 30th

Burger King wants you to “Have It Your Way”
in April and help Kistler Kids too!
The Kistler Center will receive 10¢ for every receipt
of food or drink purchased at any Burger King
restaurant in Fort Smith, Van Buren, Alma, and
Poteau. Just place your Burger King receipts in the
collection box at the counter or ask the drive-through
associate to place your receipt in the box for you. An
additional collection box is available YEAR ROUND
at the Kistler Center. The event is sponsored by
Neubauer Restaurants Corporation.

Knights of Columbus 26th
Annual Oktoberfest
Friday & Saturday - October 7th & 8th

Columbus Acres on Brooken Hill, off Hwy. 71
South Polka to the beat of German band,
AlpenMusikanten, from 7-11p.m. Friday; 3-5 p.m.
and 7-11 p.m. Saturday. Kids’ games, various
vendors offering arts, crafts and more are a few of
the fun things lined up. Authentic German food will
be available. We will again offer “Happy Brat Hour
& 1/2” from 3:30-5 on Saturday afternoon. This
will be a discounted Brat Plate… Yum, Yum!
Admission is free however, donations are
accepted at the gate. This event is held at
Columbus Acres, Fort Smith.
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 996
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Cell Phone
Recycling
On-going

Take that old
Cell phone out of
retirement and put it
to work. Participate in the used cell phone
drive. Instead of throwing it out, bring it into
the Kistler Center. Collect phones from your
friends, family or at work and help raise
money for the Center.
The Kistler Center will receive a monetary
donation for each working cell phone donated.
The better the phone, the more money we will
receive. Older model phones may not generate
any funds, but they will be recycled properly.
To donate, please bring your used cell
phone to the Kistler Center, Sutherlands
or Melissa’s Wireless in Roland. Don’t forget
to erase the address book and any personal
information. All donations are
tax-deductible. Consult your tax
advisor to determine the value.
Thank You!

April 23, 2011 - 8 a.m. til 5 p.m.
808 North 32nd Street

Featuring the Zumba Class of Karla Auguste
AKA “Zumba with Lady Soulja.”

(There will be an opportunity for audience participation as well!)

FREE HOT DOGS

FACE PAINTING • ZUMBA PACKAGE DRAWING
DOOR PRIZES FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

Proceeds to benefit The Gregory Kistler
Treatment Center For Children, Inc.

For more information
Contact Karla Auguste

479-652-5661

“Festival on the Border”
September 8-10, 2011

3 days of great music and more in Fort Smith
showcasing the Green at UAFS, Fort Smith
Riverpark and the Arkansas Best Performing Arts
Center. Entertainment announcement in midApril. All proceeds going to 10 local charities.

I (we) will support The Michelle Kistler Memorial
Endowment Fund, that will be used to help fund
needed therapy to more of our special children so we
can continue our philosophy of never turning a child
away for financial reasons. I (we) commit to this fund
a total of $
to be given as follows.

The Michelle Kistler Memorial
Endowment Fund

In loving memory of Michelle Kistler, the Board of Directors of
The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center For Children, Inc., has
established an Endowment Fund. This endowment, through its
earnings, will be used to help fund needed therapy to more of
our special children so the Board of Directors can continue the
philosophy of never turning a child away for financial reasons.
Additionally, as the Kistler Center’s Board directs, some
earnings may be directed to operational activities to sustain
and grow the Kistler Center’s ability to provide the most upto-date occupational therapy, physical therapy, and/or speechlanguage therapy possible for children. Contributions may be
made as a single gift or spread over several years.

Secure, online donations.
Go to the home page of
our website and click the
“Donate Now” button.

www.kistlercenter.org

(Please indicate one.)
 One-time
 3-years
 5-years
 $
Monthly  $
Semiannually
 $
Quarterly  $
Annually
Beginning Date:

Enclosed with pledge card $

Mailing Address
Phone (

City/State/Zip

Your Signature
Date:

)

/

/

Please mail your contribution to The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center
3304 South M Street • Fort Smith, AR 72903

Sign up for our online newsletter and other good news from the
Kistler Center. Look for the “Join our mailing list” button
when our new website is revealed. In the meantime,
please call the Kistler Center at 479.785.4677
and give us your email address.

Alex Foti, Physical Therapist, recently joined the staff of
The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center. She graduated from the
University of Alabama, Birmingham, in December, 2009, where
she obtained a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. Alex lives in
Fort Smith with her daughter, Jasmine, and dog, Isabella. She
enjoys movies, music, and being with friends and family.

Executive Director, Jennifer Kistler,
accepts a donation from Michelle Mings,
Vice President of Marketing for
First National Bank of Sallisaw.

/

Please Print Name/Names

SHARING THE SPIRIT
Alex Foti

/

A percentage of your online
shopping total will come
to the Center if you shop
in the stores at
www.GoodSearch.com.

WISH
LIST

Remember the Kistler Center as you shop:

Barbies and clothes • Danskin Now Balance Discs
Farm Set • Metronome • Play-Doh, small containers
AA batteries • AAA batteries • Copy paper
Facial tissue • Hand sanitizer, large size

To purchase these special order items, please
call Jennifer at 479.785.4677:
Articulation Take Along Mini Book ~ $28
Fantastic Card Holders ~ $25
Hip Helpers Sizing Kit ~ $70
Scoliometer ~ $58
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ralph Smith, president
Caroline Barry, vice-president
Barbara Anhalt, secretary
Emily Williams, treasurer
Bill Eads, III
Douglas A. Gautier
Larry Goss
Nic Howard
Peter Irwin, M.D.
Gerry McEvoy
Patrick Pinter
ADVISORY BOARD
Leo Anhalt
Robert M. Honea
Gene Bruick
Jerry Williams
Donna Curry
STAFF
Jennifer Kistler, executive director
Kathie Smith, development coordinator
Angie Turner, administrative assistant
Tami Harris, office assistant
Vicky McHugh, office assistant
Lori Peters, office assistant
Denise Sauls, office assistant
Lynn Bain, occupational therapist
Janet Ray, occupational therapist
Krista Hannaman, certified occupational
therapy assistant
Alex Foti, physical therapist
Adele Glensky, physical therapist
Kristen Ricketts, physical therapist
Billie Sudigala, physical therapist
Jeremy Helms, physical therapist assistant
Lavonda Hensley, physical therapist assistant
Jessica Kelley, speech-language pathologist
Charity Rowden, speech-language pathologist
Crystal Stenback, speech-language pathologist
Jim Sauls, maintenance

SERVICES PROVIDED

• Early intervention
• Developmental guidance
• Sitting, crawling, walking
• Feeding, talking
• Playing, dressing
• Reading, writing readiness
• Aquatic therapy

• Equipment loan locker
• Wheelchair evaluation
• Physical therapy
• Speech-language therapy
• Augmentative & alternative
communication
479.785.4677 • www.kistlercenter.org

• Occupational therapy
• Evaluation
• Treatment
• Home program
• Astronaut training
• Therapeutic listening
• Equipment recommendation

Aquatic Therapy encourages new and different movement patterns.
Children are helped to develop balance, motor planning and postural control.
Independent movement is encouraged for children who have little opportunity
on land. And finally, water therapy is fun and motivating.
Occupational Therapy helps children develop awareness, strength
and coordination needed for self-care, early learning and academic skills.
Children who have sensory integration problems and learning difficulties
can also benefit from treatment.
Physical Therapy designs specific activities to help children learn
coordination and muscle control needed for sitting, crawling, standing or
walking. It aids the child in developing body awareness, balance, strength
and coordination.
Speech-Language Therapy promotes a child’s ability to produce
speech and to understand the spoken word. It addresses a child’s rhythm
of speech, breath control, vocal qualities and alternative communication
methods, as well as oral-motor and feeding skills..
Please consider the Kistler Center in your will.













This newsletter is provided through the courtesy of
Rightmind Advertising Inc., graphic design and composition.

